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Fountainhead (Rand)

Discussion Questions

Use our LitLovers Book Club Resources; they can help with discussions for any book:

• How to Discuss a Book (helpful discussion tips)

• Generic Discussion Questions—Fiction and Nonfiction

• Read-Think-Talk (a guided reading chart)

Also consider these LitLovers talking points to help get a discussion started for The

Fountainhead: 

1. Talk about the altrusim v. selfishness, one of the novel's key issues. How do the

characters (or Rand) turn those qualities on their heads?

2. Discuss the portrayal of women in the novel, specifically Dominique and Catherine.

How do they compare to the novel's male characters?

3. Consider Roark's bombing of the Cortlandt Complex. Are we supposed to approve
or disapprove his use of violence?

4. What are the differences between the Dean's philosophy and Roark's? Consider,
for instance, how the Dean believes in traditional architecture and the desires of the

client rather than innovation and artistic freedom.

5. Toohey and Roark are alike in that they are driven by the belief in adhering to

one's principles. How do they differ?

(Questions by LitLovers. Please feel free to use them, online or off, with attribution.
Thanks.)
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